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As she stood clasping her parents’ hands at a tender age waiting for her turn to pour her heart out
with prayers to Guruvayurappan, she would behold elegantly attired children dancing at the
Melpathoor Auditorium which used to invoke awe in her.

A quiet aspiration often stirred within her; that one day she too might be able to make it.

Yet, scepticism lingered as to how someone far away could return to dance there even if she learned
the art.

Years down the line, by the grace of Lord Guruvayurappan, as she perceive,when she stood before
the deity and performed Bharatanatyam and Mohiniyattam as an offering for two years in a row,
which she felt as if a newfound happiness greeted her.

It is this dancer’s journey that is about to unfold through this week’s column.

Devi Suresh,
Indian Overseas Bank,
Chenkotta Branch.

She is the only daughter of Mr Suresh Babu, a businessman, and Mrs Laila Suresh, natives of Kollam
district.

St. Vincent’s School in Keralapuram where her mother worked as a teacher witnessed her formative
years of learning .

In furtherance , her education continued at TKM Public School, Karikode and at S.N. Women'’s College
in Kollam, from where she graduated in English Literature. During her studies ,she had proclivity to
teaching. But her mother had a different inclination and envisioned her as a banker.It was her
mother's wish that led her to the path of banking.

When she was pursuing her post graduation,she got an appointment as a Probationary Officer at
Indian Overseas Bank. Later, she completed her postgraduate studies in English literature through
distance learning.

During her school days she started learning dance under the tutelage of Indira Murali teacher. She
was a consistent partaker in varied competitions like dancing, poetry writing, recitation etc. She
earned many accolades at the sub-district level as well.

While initially she focused more on solo performances on stage,she slowly stepped into group
performances like group dance,Thiruvathira and oppana. But her artistic passions faded into oblivion
gradually.

On October 7, 2013, she stepped into the world of banking at Ayiroor branch in Varkala, completing
her probation at the Ayiroor and Edava branches. Later she got posted at Mattom branch near
Mavelikkara. From there, she got transferred to Mavelikkara Main, Thangassery, and eventually to
Kanjikode in Palakkad.

Being alone, afar from the warmth of home, was unfamiliar to her till then.In Kanjikode, solitude



lingered around weighing her down. As she attempted to find a way out of that, an old dream
surfaced again. Her childhood dream of dancing before Guruvayurappan fluuttered it's wings.

That is how she returned to dance, stepping into Chilanka Dance Academy in Kanjikode under
Praveen Master, as if reclaiming a part of herself. She was blessed to perform Bharatanatyam and
Mohiniyattam before Lord Guruvayurappan ,the moments that she felt priceless.

During her time in Kanjikode, she came to know about Talented Bankers community through her
colleague and neighbour, Karthik Thulasi.

Later, with encouragement from her colleague Vidya, she became part of TB and made her presence
felt at a gathering in Kottayam.

At the Thrissur chapter meet, she lit up the stage with a solo performance and another performance
alongside Aneesh, fondly known as TB’s Michael Jackson. By then, she moved from Kanjikode to
Thrissur. And in 2024, her journey led her to where she is working now ,the Chenkotta branch.

In 2014, she tied the knot with Nidhin, a Specialist Medical Officer at the Government Ayurveda
Dispensary in Chathannoor.A gifted photographer, he stands beside her as her unwavering

encouragement.

When she traversed back to the path of dance, it was her parents who rejoiced the most and they
would watch her performing , from the audience, with exuberance.

At last year’s meet in Thiruvananthapuram, her performance gained widespread attention.

Her son Nived and daughter Devna now walk the same school corridors she once did, at St. Vincent’s
School. The same teacher who once guided her now teaches her daughter.

In December, at the chapter meet in Kollam, she shared the stage with her daughter,an image that
stayed with many. Though she no longer learns dancing, dancer Anjana Anil helps her prepare,

ensuring the rhythm never leaves her.

Beyond dance, she is passionate about writing also. From the poems that found their place in school
magazines to fleeting thoughts on social media, her words continue to find their way onto pages.

She writes..

“She is the one who transformed into sparks, flames and shadow, and blossomed into a bud, a flower
and a fruit.”

Devi now dreams of dedicating more time to dancing and writing, and to perform before
Guruvayurappan again, alongside her daughter.

She speaks of TB with great enthusiasm. To her, TB is a platform where her passion and art
converges.



And the TB family looks ahead with hope that Devi will forever mesmerize us with her scintillating
performances just as she always has.



